R9 G DISCUSS/TAKE ACTION ON THE POTENTIAL UTILIZATION OF METAL
DETECTORS TO ENHANCE SAFETY AND SECURITY AT CITY HALL.
Applicable Area:



Discussion Items - R9 G

MIAMIBEACH

COMMISSION MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Commission
FROM: Commissioner Tanya K. Bhatt
DATE: September 11, 2024

TITLE: DISCUSS/TAKE ACTION ON THE POTENTIAL UTILIZATION OF METAL
DETECTORS TO ENHANCE SAFETY AND SECURITY AT CITY HALL.

RECOMMENDATION

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

ANALYSIS

| would like to discuss the potential installation, implementation, and utilization of walk through
and/or handheld metal detectors (collectively, “metal detectors”), at City Hall in order to enhance
the safety and security for visitors and employees to City Hall.

Atits July 26, 2023 meeting, the City Commission considered issues concerning the security and
accessibility of City Hall. In adopting Resolution No. 2023-32708, the City Commission directed
that: the general public should be provided access to the third-floor bridge connecting the City
Hall parking garage and City Hall; visitors should no longer have to produce identification prior to
entering City Hall; and the Administration should return to the City Commission with various
options and security recommendations for City Hall. Moreover, at the July 26th meeting, the City
Commission generally expressed support for the idea of installing and implementing metal
detectors at City Hall. Additionally, the Miami Beach Police Department is also supportive of
implementing metal detectors at City Hall. While our City Hall is and should properly remain open
and accessible to all, we need to take into account safety concerns to the fullest extent possible
under state law, which otherwise allows broad access to firearms and limits the options available
to municipalities to protect themselves and their residents.

Accordingly, | would request that the City Administration, upon consideration of all relevant factors
(including, but not limited to safety, security, cost, and effectiveness), provide the Mayor and City
Commission with its recommendations regarding the various options to enhance security at City
Hall, along with any specific issues or concerns relating to this initiative, so that my colleagues
and | may discuss and take any appropriate action.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The sponsor of this item requests that the Administration be prepared to address the fiscal impact
of this proposed measure, if any, at the City Commission Meeting.

Does this Ordinance require a Business Impact Estimate?
(FOR ORDINANCES ONLY)




The Business Impact Estimate (BIE) was published on . See BIE at:
https://www.miamibeachfl.gov/city-hall/city-clerk/meeting-notices/

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

CONCLUSION

Applicable Area

Citywide

Is this a “Residents Right to Know” item, Is this item related to a G.O. Bond
pursuant to City Code Section 2-17? Project?

No No

Was this Agenda Item initially requested by a lobbyist which, as defined in Code Sec. 2-481,
includes a principal engaged in lobbying? No

If so, specify the name of lobbyist(s) and principal(s):
Department

Office of Commissioner Tanya K. Bhatt

Sponsor(s)

Commissioner Tanya K. Bhatt

Co-sponsor(s)
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