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       COMMISSION MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Commission

FROM: City Attorney Ricardo J. Dopico

DATE: February 26, 2025 10:15 a.m. First Reading Public Hearing

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF THE MIAMI BEACH CITY 
CODE, ENTITLED "ARTS, CULTURE AND ENTERTAINMENT," BY AMENDING 
ARTICLE II, ENTITLED “SPECIAL EVENTS,” BY CREATING SECTION 12-
5.2 THEREOF, ENTITLED “SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT REQUIRED FOR LARGE 
SCALE RESIDENTIAL PARTIES AND EVENTS”; AND, PROVIDING FOR 
REPEALER, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

RECOMMENDATION

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

ANALYSIS

The proposed ordinance is presented on first reading by the sponsor, Commissioner Alex 
Fernandez. It is cosponsored by Commissioner Laura Dominguez.

The City’s special events guidelines define a special event as “a non-recurring special occasion 
or activity which is temporary in nature and has extraordinary or excessive impacts on public 
health, safety and welfare.” See Special Event Guidelines, p.3.
 
In recent years, large-scale house parties and other special events have occurred during highly 
popular periods in the City’s residential neighborhoods with so many attendees and the use of 
institutional grade event equipment, to include large and powerful commercial grade speakers, 
large commercial grade party and dancefloor lighting,  large and commercial grade generators, 
and/or commercial grade firework displays such that the party or gathering cannot reasonably 
proceed without various violations of City Code and other laws, impact public safety by clogging 
roadways such that emergency vehicles cannot respond to emergencies in a timely fashion and 
by concentrating such a large number of people in an area that, by its residential nature, does not 
allow for adequate and effective public safety management of the crowds and the overflow from 
these crowds in the residential neighborhoods of the City. 
 
These large and institutional parties and gatherings during highly popular periods are so 
negatively impactful to  public safety, neighborhood traffic, other residents’ right to a decent quality 
of life, and/or the residential character of single-family neighborhoods that “extraordinary or 
excessive impacts on public health, safety and welfare” are produced such that item sponsor 
contends that they should not be allowed to proceed without the property owner first applying for 
and obtaining a special event permit that may include limitations and requirements (if it is granted 
at all) that would protect the City and residents’ interest in maintaining public safety, neighborhood 
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traffic, other residents’ right to a decent quality of life, and/or the residential character of single-
family neighborhoods and the surrounding neighborhoods.
 
If enacted, the proposed ordinance would direct the City Administration to amend the City’s 
special event guidelines to require a “Special Event Permit for Large Scale Residential Parties 
and Events” (which shall be separate and distinct from any issued pursuant to City Code Section 
46-156) for large parties or gatherings involving institutional-or-commercial-grade vendors, 
services, or equipment in residential neighborhoods during highly popular periods, which shall be 
granted only if impacts to public safety, neighborhood traffic, residents’ quality of life, and the 
residential character of single-family neighborhoods can be adequately ensured in advance of the 
event.
 
This “Special Event Permit for Large Scale Residential Parties and Events” ordinance is based 
on a virtually identical pilot program effective and evaluated over Art Basel Week 2024 and upheld 
as lawful by the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida in Hochstein v. 
City of Miami Beach, No. 1:24-CV-24690-KMM, 2024 WL 4966598 (S.D. Fla. Dec. 3, 2024).

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

N/A

Does this Ordinance require a Business Impact Estimate?  No
(FOR ORDINANCES ONLY)

If applicable, the Business Impact Estimate (BIE) was published on: 
See BIE at: https://www.miamibeachfl.gov/city-hall/city-clerk/meeting-notices/

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

CONCLUSION

Applicable Area 

Citywide

Is this a “Residents Right to Know” item, 
pursuant to City Code Section 2-17?

Is this item related to a G.O. Bond 
Project? 

No No

Was this Agenda Item initially requested by a lobbyist which, as defined in Code Sec. 2-481, 
includes a principal engaged in lobbying?  No

If so, specify the name of lobbyist(s) and principal(s):  

Department

https://www.miamibeachfl.gov/city-hall/city-clerk/meeting-notices/
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City Attorney

Sponsor(s)

Commissioner Alex Fernandez

Co-sponsor(s)

Commissioner Laura Dominguez
Commissioner Joseph Magazine
Commissioner Tanya K. Bhatt

Condensed Title

10:15 a.m. 1st Rdg PH, Special Event Permit for Large Scale Residential Parties. 
(Fernandez/Dominguez/Magazine/Bhatt) CA

Previous Action (For City Clerk Use Only)


