
16

1941

1954

IN THESE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - THE EIGHT-SIDEED CUPULA 

CAN BE CLEARLY SEEN IN THE 1941 AND 1954 PHOTOGRAPHS.  HOWEVER IT HAD BEEN REMOVED BY THE TIME OF THE 1959 PHOTO.

1959

1954



EXTERIOR 2017 PHOTOGRAPHS
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ABOVE: 2017 PHOTOGRAPH WITH SOUTH ELEVATION on LINCOLN ROAD AT RIGHT AND THE WEST ELEVATION (MICHIGAN AVENUE) AT RIGHT.

BELOW: 2017 PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS CORNER ENTRANCE WITH DIXON DESIGNED CLADDING WHICH ENDS NOT FAR ONTO MICHIGAN AVENUE



LEFT PHOTO: TWO STORY SECTION AT NORTH- 

ERN SIDE OF PROPERTY 

PHOTO BELOW: PARTIAL WEST ELEVATION 

FACING MICHIGAN AVENUE 
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LEFT PHOTO: TWO STORY SECTION AT NORTH-

ERN SIDE OF PROPERTY

PHOTO BELOW:  PARTIAL WEST ELEVATION 

FACING MICHIGAN AVENUE
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PHOTO ABOVE:  VIEW OF WEST ELEVATION AT RIGHT AND NORTH ELEVATION AT LEFT

PHOTO BELOW: VIEW OF NORTH ELEVATION AT RIGHT AND EST ELEVATION AT ALLEY AT LEFT.



 
 

 
 

 
 

PHOTO ABOVE: VIEW SOUTH ALONG WEST ELEVATION 

PHOTO BELOW: VIEW NORTH ALONG WEST ELEVATION 
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PHOTO ABOVE: VIEW SOUTH ALONG WEST ELEVATION

PHOTO BELOW: VIEW NORTH ALONG WEST ELEVATION
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DETAIL AT TYPICAL ORIGINAL STOREFRONT 
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DETAIL AT TYPICAL ORIGINAL STOREFRONT 
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DETAIL AT TYPICAL ORIGINAL STOREFRONT 
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DETAIL AT TYPICAL ORIGINAL STOREFRONT



  

   
  

   
  

   22

947 LINCOLN ROAD AT LEFT WITH NEIGHBORING STERLING BUILDING AT RIGHT



LEFT: DETAIL AT PARAPET

BELOW: DETAIL AT INTERIOR RETAIL STORE CEILING AT FORMER 
ICEBOX RESTAURANT.  THE CEILING LOOKS TO BE COMPOSED OF 
PECKY CYPRESS WOOD PLANKS,  WHICH WAS A TYICAL INTERIOR 
CEILING TREATMENT IN MIAMI BEACH IN THE 1920’s.



WILLIAM FRANCIS BROWN DESIGNER

“The designer William F. Brown (1886-1952) was one of 
the pioneer architects in MIami Beach.  A native of Lon-
don, England - Brown had previously been a seaman and 
had travelled around the world.  Brown came to Miami 
Beach around 1922 and was employed by Carl Fisher.” (1)

In those days it was often not required that a designer 
have formal university architectural training.  Instead some-
one like Brown may have typically worked with various ar-
chitectural firms to better understand the process as well 
as his own abilities.

Brown designed some of the pre-eminent buildings in 
early Miami Beach during the first boom of the 1920’s. He 
was fortunate to have first been employed by Carl Fisher - 
through whose firm he undoubtedly was introduced to  
everyone in town.  Brown maintained the trust of a varied 
clientele in designing multi-family apartment as well as  
hotel buildings, bathing casinos, an entertainment pier 
and retail buildings.

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS: 

Biscayne Collins Hotel 1925 (demolished)

Boulevard Hotel for Carl Fisher 1926 (demolished 1980) 

835 Lincoln Road - Bastian Building 1929  

Cook’s Casino 1926 (likely architect) (demolished)

Million Dollar Pier 1929 (demolished)

Bernstein’s Jewish Home Cooking 1929 (demolished 1941)

540 11th Street  Regal Apartments 1934    

539 13th Street  1935

835 Lincoln Road   Bastian Building 1924

1218 Drexel Avenue  Drexel Plaza  1925

737 Jefferson Avenue  Sheridan Apartments  1925

934 Michigan Avenue  Venetian Manor  1925

1027 Pennsylvania Avenue  Penn Plaza Apts.  1925

1550 Michigan Avenue  Swissvale Apartments  1931

642 Michigan Avenue  Seville Plaza  1925

227 Michigan Avenue  Ambassador Hotel  1925

943 Lincoln Road  1924

231 11th Street  1936

1334 Washington Avenue  Waldorf Apts.  1926

1615 Pennsylvanian Avenue  Lincoln PlaZA  1925

1127 Euclid Avenue  Arvila Apts.  1925

1017 Jefferson Avenue  Brompton Manor  1925

841 Collins Avenue  Avenida Apts.  1935

24

TOP PHOTO: BISCAYNE - COLLINS HOTEL - 1925    

MIDDLE TOP PHOTO: COOK’S CASINO - 1926    

MIDDLE LOWER PHOTO - BERNSTEIN’S JEWISH HOME COOKING   

  WITH THE MILLION DOLLAR PIER AT FAR RIGHT   

LOWER PHOTO: BOULEVARD HOTEL FOR CARL FISHER, 1926



  
BASTIAN BUILDING at 943 LINCOLN ROAD DESIGNED BY WILLIAM F. BROWN IN 1924 AND RESTORED BY BEILENSON ARCHITECT 

2014 PHOTOGRAPH 

2525

BASTIAN BUILDING at 943 LINCOLN ROAD DESIGNED BY WILLIAM F. BROWN IN 1924 AND RESTORED BY BEILENSON ARCHITECT  

2014 PHOTOGRAPH



LAWRENCE MURRAY DIXON ARCHITECT

TOP PHOTO: ATLANDIS HOTEL, MIAMI BEACH (7)   

MIDDLE PHOTO: RALEIGH HOTEL LOBBY (7)   

LOWER PHOTO: GOLDWASSER SHOPS aka NEXXT CAFE,  

  LINCOLN ROAD,  MIAMI BEACH (7)

26

Born in the central Florida town of Live Oak on Febru-

ary 16, 1901 and died in New York City on October 8, 

1949.  Dixon attended the Georgia Institute of Tech-

nology in Atlanta, GA from 1918 - 1919 and was certi-

fied as an Architect on January 16, 1931.  

Prior to moving to Miami Beach he worked for six 

years for the noted architectural firm of Schultze and 

Weaver in New York City.  Dixon moved to Miami 

Beach in 1929 and established his own architectural 

studio in 1931. 

Dixon was one of the pre-eminent Architects of his 

day and designed the over 100 still surviving build-

ings in Miami Beach. “Together with Henry Hohauser, 

Dixon can be credited with inventing the tropical Art 

Deco style of architecture which has become the sig-

nature of South Beach and made the Miami Beach 

Architectural District worthy of designation in the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places. “ (19)

“In his short life Dixon became one of Miami Beach’s 

most prolific and talented designers...and his work 

continues to enhance the City and draw appreciative 

visitors from around the world.” (19)

“Lawrence Murray Dixon’s abrupt death, at age 48 in 

Long Island, New York, interrupted a brilliant 

career...It was at the end of a business meeting with 

new clients iN New York that he collapsed, victim of a 

fatal stroke.” (20)

Although Dixon was the local forerunner of modern 

design in 1935 and 1936 (in MIami Beach), the com-

petition was catching up... (17)   By the eve of the sec-

ond world war Miami Beach had a wealth of talented 

designers and architects designing a modernistic new 

city in the tropics. 



LAWRENCE MURRAY DIXON ARCHITECT 

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS:     
Adams Hotel  2030 Park Avenue 1937    

Atlantis Hotel   2600 Collins Avenue  1936  (Demolished 1973) 

Beach Plaza Hotel  1401 Collins Avenue  1936   

Beachway Apartments  701 14th Street  1940   

Betsy Ross Hotel  1440 Ocean Drive  1941    

Caribbean Hotel  3700 Collins Avenue  1941   

Central Park Apartments  1341 Meridian Avenue  1940  

Clyde Hotel  1300 Ocean drive  1941    

L. Murray Dixon Residence  2871 Fiargreen Drive  1935  

Fairmont aka Fairwind Hotel  1000 Collins Avenue  1936  

Flamingo Apartments  2460 Flamingo Drive  1940   

Flamingo Plaza Apartments  1051 Meridian Avenue  1937  

Goldwasser Shops  700 Lincoln Road  1937    

Greenbrier Hotel  3101 Indian Creek Drive  1941   

Haddon Hall Hotel  1500 Collins Avenue  1941   

Harriett Court Apartments  1500 Pennsylvania Avenue 1935 

Imperial Hotel  650 Ocean Drive  19939    

Joy Apartments  1262 Pennsylvania Avenue  1940   

Kent Hotel  1131 Collins Avenue  1939    

Marlin Hotel  1200 Collins Avenue  1939    

McAlpin Hotel  1424 Ocean Drive   1940    

Milfred Apartments  936 Pennsylvannia Avenue 1940  

Miljean Hotel  1817 James Avenue  1940    

Oceanfront Apartments  1236 Ocean Drive  1935   

Normandy Plaza Hotel  6979 Collins Avenue  1936   

Palmer House Hotel  1119 Collins Avenue  1939   

President Hotel  1423 Collins Avenue  1936    

Raleigh Hotel  1777 Collins Avenue  1940    

Richmond Hotel  1757 Collins Avenue  1942   

Ritz Plaza aka Grossinger Beach aka SLS Hotel     

1701 Collins Avenue 1940      

Rhapsody Apartments  730 15th Street  1939   

Riviera Park Apartments  2000 Liberty Avenue  1948  

Seagate Apartments  1132 Pennsylvannia Avenue  1947  

Senator Hotel  1201 Collins Avenue  1939 (demolished)  

South Seas Hotel   1751 Collins Avenue  1941   

Tides Hotel  1220 Ocean Drive  1936    

Tiffany Hotel  801 Collins Avenue  1939    

Twins Apartments  1205 Meridian Avenue  1937   

Tudor Hotel  11111 Collins Avenue  1939    

Victor Hotel  1144 Ocean Drive  1937    

820 (1936) + 821 (1935) + 837 (1935) + 843 (1936) Espanola Way

TOP PHOTO: ADAMS HOTEL (7)

MIDDLE PHOTO: GOLDWASSER SHOPS (7)     

LOWER PHOTO: L. MURRAY DIXON, UNDATED (7)
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