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POSTCARD AFTER NAUTILUS WAS CONSTRUCTED IN 1950 AND PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION OF WESTERN PORTION SHELBORNE HOTEL IN  1957
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HISTORIC  CONTEXT

The portion of the expanded district north of 14th Street 
was recorded by Carl Fisher’s Alton Beach Realty 
Company in 1914.  

The first road through the expanded district was Collins 
Avenue (originally known as Atlantic Boulevard) in 1913, 
paid for by Dade County, J.N. Lummus and Carl Fisher.  
Lummus, Fisher and Collins paid the Miami Electric 
Company to have the first electrical lines laid across 
Biscayne Bay.  Drinking water was obtained from 14 foot 
deep wells, pumped by windmill.  Sewage disposal was 
by    septic  tanks.     

The layout of blocks and streets remaining in the 
expanded district is consistent with the original 
developments.  Originally in both the Fisher and Collins 
developments north of 15th Street,  Collins Avenue was 
predominantly single family residential with large estate 
type residences north of 15th Street on both sides of 
Collins Avenue and to the west.  

The area was planned and developed as a resort mecca 
and built-up in a relatively short period of time.   

In the streamline buildings there is a strong industrial 
influence in the use of materials such as chrome and glass 
block.  The building forms are rounded and simplified 
similar to the aerodynamic design of automobiles, trains 
and airplanes of that time.   

This evolution of local Art Deco architecture toward the 
skyscraper hotel continued until WWII when construction 
activities stalled and ended shortly after the war began.  
After the war the international style began to take hold. 

TOP PHOTO: THE CREATION OF LINCOLN ROAD IN 1905 BEING 

HACKED OUT OF THE MANGROVE FOREST.	  

MIDDLE PHOTO: THE EASTERN END OF LINCOLN ROAD IN 1921. 

THE FISHER RESIDENCE IS AT LEFT AND AT RIGHT BENEATH THE 

TREE CANOPY IS THE SEIBERLING RESIDENCE ON THE SITE OF 

THE FUTURE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO AND    SAGAMORE HOTELS. 

THE INDOOR TENNIS COURTS CAN BE SEEN AT THE MIDDLE 

RIGHT EDGE OF THE PHOTO.  

LOWER PHOTO:  1921 VIEW OF THE PIER INTO THE OCEAN THAT 

ONCE STOOD AT THE EASTERN END OF LINCOLN ROAD. 

(CLAUDE MATLACK PHOTOGRAPHER) 
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Lincoln Road was the first major east-west 
thoroughfare to cut through the mangrove forest 
from ocean to bay as originally planned by Carl 
Fisher - who dredged and literally re-formed the 
islands of Miami Beach from wild undeveloped and 
overgrown yet prime beachfront property into the 
cultivated plat that is now all of Miami Beach.      

In 1914 this eastern end of Lincoln Road also gained 
notoriety when Carl and Jane Fisher decided to 
build their home on the beach at the foot of Lincoln 
Road - which they named ‘The Shadows.‘   Fisher 
was the consummate real estate professional and 
was setting the example for his wealthy friends in 
developing this prime property directly on the 
beach at the beginning ln both sides of Lincoln 
Road.  

By 1915 a residence was constructed on the sites of 
the present day Ritz Carlton DiLido and Sagamore   
Hotels across Lincoln Road from the Fishers. It was 
originally built by and for John H. Hanan of New 
York. 

However by 1921 it had become the residence of 
Frank A. Seiberling,  who co-founded the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio in 1898 
and had been one of the investors in Fisher’s 
Lincoln Highway project.  This was a distinguished 
Beaux-Arts mansion with two-story Corinthian 
columns flanking the porch and facing the ocean 
with quoins at the corners and a stone balustrade 
around the roofline”  

TOP PHOTO: CIRCA 1949 WITH NEW HTELS BEING BUILT AS 
SOME OLD OCEANFRONT ESTATES ARE LEFT STANDING. 

MIDDLE PHOTO: OCEANFRONT SKYLINE  

LOWER PHOTO: OUTDOOR TENNIS COURTS ON JAMES 
AVENUE WITH OCEANFRONT ESTATES BEYOND.
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Zoning + Skyscraper Hotels =	 	 	
	 Location + Location -+Location		
It did not take long for the original oceanfront mansions and 
estates to give way to larger and larger hotel properties. The 
lifetime of buildings on Miami Beach was and still can be  
precariously short.  These oceanfront mansions were built after 
Carl Fisher first constructed his home in 1914.   Yet by the 
1930’s and 1940’s there was a proliferation of oceanfront  
hotels throughout South Beach which supplanted the single 
family oceanfront estates. 

This property at 18th & Collins quickly became very desirable 
property in Miami Beach, in terms of its location and 
convenience to Lincoln Road and to the rest of the City..  
Three blocks to the north was the Roney Plaza Hotel.  The 
city’s then active night life area was located around Collins 
Park - three blocks north and west. And Lincoln Road remains 
just two blocks south.  

With the promise of larger hotels bringing higher land values -      
especially on oceanfront properties - Miami Beach property 
owners were themselves typically the ones behind proposals 
for re-zoning.  Re-Zoning being just a code word for Up-
Zoning.  

One of these famous zoning lawsuits involved the former 
Firestone Estate, which originally stood on the site of the 
Fontainebleau Hotel. “The bank for Firestone’s heirs sued the 
city council to change the zoning...from the estate category 
enacted in 1930 ...to permission for hotel use.  It argued that 
the new neighboring hotels infringed on the estate’s privacy 
and lowered its value.: also, its property value as a hotel site 
would be quadruple that of a private home. The lawsuit, City 
of Miami Beach v. First Trust Company, went to the Florida     
Supreme Court, which ruled on March 10, 1950, that the 
estate zoning was unfair.”   

There was always a tradition of building tall hotels in Miami 

Beach.  Carl Fisher set the precedent back in the 1920’s with 

his Flamingo and Nautilus and Boulevard Hotels. 

EARLIEST SKYSCRAPER HOTELS  in MIAMI BEACH 	 	

Flamingo Hotel (demolished)		 1920	 	 	 	

Nautilus Hotel (demolished) 	 	 1924 	 	 	 	

Roney Plaza Hotel (demolished)	 1925	 	 	 	

Fleetwood Hotel (demolished) 	 1925	 	 	 	

Floridian Hotel (demolished) 		 1925	 	 	 	

Boulevard Hotel (demolished)	 1926	 	 	 	

Blackstone Hotel 	 	 	 1929	 	 	 	

Whitman Hotel (demolished) 		 1935 

TOP PHOTO: BOOM OVER MIAMI BEACH 1940	 	
LOWER PHOTO: HISTORIC SKYLINE WITH NAUTILUS HOTEL 
	 AT FAR LEFT.

5

HISTORIC  CONTEXT



  THE NAUTILUS HOTEL

6

This fascinating article was published in the 
Miami Herald in November, 1990.  What is 
now the Nautilus Hotel was originally slated to 
have been called the President Roosevelt 
Hotel. This is confirmed by the CMB Building 
Card which lists the Roosevelt Hotel in 
addition to the Nautilus Hotel. 

In 1950 the three principal architectural players 
were at very different stages in their respective 
careers.   

Albert Anis was one of the grand old men of 
Miami Beach Architects, part of the three 
major Art Deco architects Henry Hohauser, 
Lawrence Murray Dixon and Albert Anis who 
reinterpreted the architectural principles of the 
International Style while incorporating the 
tropical ornamentation themes of Miami 
Beach,  

Morris Lapidus was just beginning his own 
career in Miami Beach in 1949, having just 
completed his role as Associate Architect for 
the Sans Souci Hotel  

And in 1950  Melvin Grossman (1914 - 2003) 
was an young architect just beginning his 
career working for Morris Lapidus who very 
shortly was to become Lapidus’ protege and 
trusted confidant; at least until he left the 
Lapidus firm and began his own firm. 

Thus it is no surprise that this newspaper 
article states that the design work would be 
shared by Anis and Grossman,  since 
Grossman was so trusted by Lapidus.   

The essential architectural forms of the hotel 
are already contained in the preliminary 
rendering shown in this article with densely 
packed guest room wings.  While the tower 
design has yet to be finalized;  the massing has 
been set. 

Since zoning would not permit a taller building 
then the architects maximized the density of 
guest room layouts with the modified in and 
out facade facing south towards the 
Shelborne. 

And just like the owners were not quite ready 
to publicize the true name of this new hotel; 
they were also not quite ready to publicize the 
final design of the front facade of the new 
hotel tower.

HISTORIC  CONTEXT
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The original Nautilus Hotel was one of the five high 
rise hotels built by Carl Fisher on Miami Beach 
constructed in 1924 on Biscayne Bay at 43rd Street.  
Fisher is the Developer credited with turning a vast 
forest of mangrove trees into modern day Miami 
Beach.  

Arguably Fisher’s most luxurious hotel, and his 
second hotel built, it was composed of 183 rooms 
and villas with its total cost valued at $1.25 million. 

The original Nautilus Hotel was designed by the 
noted architectural firm of (Leonard) Shultze 
(1887-1941) and (Spencer Fullerton) Weaver (1865 - 
1940) and opened in January of 1924.  They 
established themselves as the foremost hotel 
designers in the country. The Miami Beach 
Architect Lawrence Murray Dixon was strongly 
influenced by his employment at Schultze & 
Weaver where Architecture was practiced as a total 
design concept. For his entire career Dixon 
followed this precept. In 1929 Dixon left Schulze & 
Weaver and settled permanently in Miami Beach. 

Miami Beach was still a fantasy land even in the 
depths of the Depression.  And the original 
Nautilus Hotel with its storybook island swimming 
pool added to the fantasy i s land look.  
Mediterranean Revival decorative building 
elements included a Baroque entrance, curved 
parapets and twin church-like towers. During World 
War II the facility served as a Military Hospital and 
never again returned to being a hotel.   

The City of Miami Beach eventually sold the hotel 
and grounds for $1.00 to an Philanthropic 
Organization of Jewish doctors and businessman 
created to found a hospital where Jewish 
physicians might practice medicine without 
discrimination.  

After extensive renovations Mount Sinai Hospital 
opened in the former Nautilus Hotel on December 
4, 1949,  In 1968 the original structure which had 
formerly been the Nautilus Hotel was demolished 
to provide for a more modern medical facility.

3
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The New Nautilus on Collins Avenue is part 
of the 1950’s and 1960’s high-rises added 
which included the the West wing of the 
Shelborne Hotel, the Shore Club Hotel, Sea 
Isle Hotel, the Delano Hotel and National 
Hotel among others. The 1950’s brought a 
Manhattan type of urbanization to this 
portion of Collins Avenue.
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Shelborne Hotel

NAUTILUS HOTEL

* DARK BLUE INDICATES CONTRIBUTING BUILDING 

* NAUTILUS HOTEL GOES BY BOTH ADDRESSES OF 1819 AND 1826 COLLINS AVENUE.
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Shore Club Hotel
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THE NAUTILUS HOTEL

HISTORIC NAME: 	 	 NAUTILUS HOTEL 

ADDRESS: 		 	 	 1819 & 1825 COLLINS AVENUE 

	 	 	 	 	 MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33139 

ARCHITECTS: 	 	 	 ALBERT ANIS WITH MORRIS LAPIDUS AND MELVIN GROSSMAN														 																					

DATE of CONSTRUCTION:: 1950	  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:	 MiMo 

HISTORIC STATUS: 	 	 CONTRIBUTING 

LOCATED IN THE: 	 	 OCEAN DRIVE / COLLINS AVENUE LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

	 	 	 	 	 MIAMI BEACH NATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

The Nautilus was originally constructed with 246 hotel rooms on seven stories at a cost of $725,000.00  

In 1963 a variance was granted by the City to permit conversion of 30 existing hotel rooms into 30 

apartments.  In 1964 a variance was approved  to permit the conversion of an additional 48 hotel 

rooms into apartments and the conversion of an additional 24 hotel rooms into 12 apartments. 

Since the zoned building height was apparently not all that tall on these deep oceanfront parcels,  the 

Architects maximized the horizontal floor plans and room counts . 

It is also understood that all previous orders of the City of Miami Beach Historic Preservation Board 

regarding the Nautilus Hotel have previously been incorporated into the property..
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DESIGN INSPIRATION 

The design inspiration for the contrasting tower design at the 
Nautilus Hotel has some precedent.  Architect Albert Anis had 
preceded his tower design for the Nautilus with his 1939 design 
for the Bancroft Hotel (middle left) and in his 1951 design for the 
Dezerland Hotel (above right) 

These were both in turn influenced by the seminal building 
renovation and additions to the Berliner Tageblatt newspaper 
building in Berlin, Germany in 1921-1923 by the Architect Erich 
Mendelsohn.(lower left) 

The newspaper’s owners already had the printing presses 
located in the existing lower floors of the building, where they 
desired to retain large portions of the existing facades. They 
now wanted to add 2-3 floors above to accommodate the 
newspaper offices. 

Mendelsohn and his assistant the young Richard Neutra, made a 
bold decision to visually separate the old and new portions of 
the building and keep the wonderful dissonance between the 
old and new window forms.

11
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PORTE-COCHERE 

One of the defining design elements of the hotel 
building design as shown in the early postcard 
and photographic images of the front façade 
porte-cochere;  shows a tapered concrete canopy 
projecting from the building towards the street, 
where its end is turned up.  

The canopy sits on one tapered column at the 
street side.  Nautilus signage was originally 
located at either side of the canopy. This original 
canopy has since been replaced a number of 
times, yet never equal to the original designs.   

One of the features of the porte cohere was the 
illuminated strip lights on the canopy underside. 
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ABOVE: POSTCARD OF REAR (EAST) ELEVATION OF HOTEL WITH ORIGINAL BRICK RAILINGS 

BELOW: VIEW FROM HOTEL TOWARDS POOL AND OCEAN (CABANAS AT RIGHT ARE PART OF SHELBORNE HOTEL) 
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ALBERT ANIS ARCHITECT

Albert Anis (1889–1964) was one of the most famous 
architects practicing before and after World War II in Miami 
Beach.  His noted architectural style morphed from pre-war Art 
Deco and Modern to post-war MiMo.  

He was one of a group of American-born architects working in 
Miami Beach who synthesized the austere architectural 
principles of the International style of architecture coming 
from Europe in the 1920’s - with their own brand of 
modernism and art deco - while at the same time 
incorporating tropical ornamentation and themes. 

Miami Beach hotels and apartment buildings of the 1930’s 
frequently aspired to monumental effects, appearing like 
miniaturized grand hotels.  Sculpted with a precision as if by 
industrial designers, they evinced a maximum of thematic 
economy while eschewing “pretensions to infinity, sublimity 
and the artistic.”  

Other important buildings of 1939 included the Clevelander, 
the Winterhaven and the Bancroft Hotels, all by Albert Anis.  

“Dixon, Hohauser, Anis, France, Skislewicz, Kiehnel & Elliott, 
Polevitzsky & Russell, and so many other Architects, formed an 
ensemble cast of actors, at work designing and building a new 
city. As in a theater, they exchanged roles and tirades, and 
they tried to outshine each other, but they shared and read 
the same text; the language and the ‘architecture of the city.”   
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A L B E R T  A N I S  A R C H I T E C T 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E P R O J E C T S : 
Abbey Hotel 300 21st Street Miami Beach FL 1940) 
American Savings 341 Lincoln Road Miami Beach (1945) 
Avalon Hotel 700 Ocean Drive Miami Beach (1941) 
Bancroft Hotel aka Ocean Steps Miami Beach, FL (1939) 
Berkeley Shore Hotel 1610 Collins Avenue Miami Beach (1940) 
Cadet Hotel 1701 James Avenue Miami Beach (1941) 
Chesterfield aka Helmor Hotel, Miami Beach FL( (1938) 
Claremont Hotel 1700 Collins Avenue Miami Beach (1947) 
Clevelander Hotel 1020 Ocean Drive Miami Beach (1938) 
Colonnade Apartments (1946) 2365 Pinetree Drive, Miami Beach 
Dezerland Hotel Miami Beach, FL (1951)(demolished) 
Don-Bar Apartments 1565 Pennsylvania Ave. Miami Beach (1939) 
Flamingo Theater 318 Lincoln Road Mijami Beach (1945) 
Gaylord Hotel 2700 Collins avenue MIami Beach (1939) 
Gamshire Apts 2035 Washington Ave. Miami Beach, FL (1953) 
Leslie Hotel (1937) 1244 Ocean Drive Miami Beach FL 
Lord Charles Apartments Miami Beach, FL (1953) 
Majestic Hotel 660 Ocean Drive Miami Beach (1940) 
Mantell Plaza 255 24th Street Miami Beach, FL (1942) 
Mercantile National Bank Building, 420. Lincoln Road FL (1940) 
Monte Carlo Hotel, Collins Avenue. 1951 
Nassau Apartments 1414 Collins Ave. Miami Beach (1936) 
Pineview aka Tradewinds Apts (1947) 2351 Pinetree Dr., Miami Beach - 
Paramount Plaza 455 Ocean Drive Miami Beach (1941) 
Poinciana Hotel 1555 Collins Avenue Miami Beach (1939) 
Sagamore Hotel 1671 Collins Avenue Miami Beach 1948) 
Shirley Apartments 1424 Collins Ave. Miami Beach (1935) 
Shore Club Hotel 1901 Collins Avenue Miami Beach, FL (1949) 
Tarleton Hotel 2469 Collins Avenue Miami Beach (1948) 
Tyler Hotel 430 21st Street Miami Beach, FL (1940) 
Temple Emanu El, Miami Beach, FL (1947) 
Viscay Hotel Miami Beach, FL (1941) 
Whitelaw Hotel 808 Collins Avenue (1936) Miami Beach FL 
Waldorf Towers Hotel (1937) 860 Ocean Drive Miami Beach 
Winter Haven Hotel 1400 Ocean Drive (1939) Miami Beac






MORRIS LAPIDUS ARCHITECT	 	 	  

(1902-2001) was born in Russia and emigrated to 
New York as a child. He graduated from Columbia 
University and began working in New York City as a 
retail designer.  His storefronts were noted for their 
innovative shapes, curving forms and receding show 
windows to draw in shoppers. 

He first visited Miami Beach in 1929 on his 
honeymoon and then returned after World War II to 
design hot. His first major project was the interior of 
the Sans Souci Hotel, with additional interior work 
on the Algiers, Nautilus, DiLido and Biltmore Terrace 
Hotels. 

In 1954 Lapidus was retained to design an entirely 
new hotel on the site of the former Firestone estate 
on the ocean. The Fontainebleau Hotel was 
destined to become one of Miami Beach’s most 
famous hotels. His designs were initially panned by 
the architecture critics as being overly decorative, 
yet the public loved the fantasy environments 
Lapidus created. 

In 1955  Lapidus designed the Eden Roc Hotel next 
door to the Fontainebleau.  This began a famous 
battle between the owners of both properties.  In 
1958 the Fontainebleau constructed a new high-rise 
North Tower designed by A. Herbert Mathes with a 
blank wall facing the Eden Roc property, blocking 
the sun from the Eden Roc pool.  This new North 
Tower became nicknamed as the ‘Spite Wall.’ 

Lapidus became one of Miami Beach’s most well 
known and respected architects. The titles of two of 
his books summarize his approach to design; “The 
Architecture of Joy” and “Too Much is Never 
Enough.” 

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS 
Algiers Hotel, Miami Beach 
Americana Hotel, Bal Harbour (demolished) 
Aruba Caribbean Hotel, Aruba 
Biltmore Terrace aka Dezerland Hotel, Miami Beach 
Crystal House, Miami Beach 
Daniel Tower Hotel, Israel 
Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami BEach 
Eden Roc Hotel, Miami Beach (top right photo) 
International Inn, Washington D.C. 
Pedestrian Mall, Miami Beach ( 
Sans Souci Hotel, Miami Beach 
Saxony Hotel, Miami Beach 
Seacoast Towers, Miami Beach 
Summit Hotel, New York, New York 
Temple Menorah, Miami Beach (Middle right photo) 
Trelawny Hotel, Jamaica L 
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MELVIN GROSSMAN ARCHITECT		  

(1914 - 2003) worked with Albert Anis Architect 

in 1950 on the Nautilus Hotel and was also the 

protege of Morris Lapidus, prior to leaving the 

Lapidus firm and forming his own firm.  After 

collaborating on the Nautilus, the three 

Architects worked together again on the 

Biltmore Terrace Hotel, prior to collaborating on 

the DiLido Hotel. 

Grossman and Lapidus partnered in designing 

the DiLido Hotel in 1953, influenced by both 

Anis and Lapidus,  Grossman would go on to to 

design the Seville Hotel in 1955,  the 593 room 

Deauville in 1957 and the Doral Beach hotel.  He 

also exported the MiMo style in designing the 

original Caesar’s Palace Resort in Las Vegas and 

the Acapulco Princess Hotel in Mexico. 

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS 

Acapulco Princess Hotel 

Algiers Hotel w/ Henry Hohauser and Morris 
Lapidus 

American Hotel, Bal Harbour 

Biltmore Terrace aka Dezerland Hotel 
(demolished) 

Caesar’s Palace Hotel, Las Vegas 

Deauville Hotel, Miami Beach  

Di Lido Hotel with Morris Lapidus, Miami Beach 

Doral Beach Hotel, Miami Beach 

Imperial House, Miami Beach 

International Inn, Miami Beach 

King Cole Condominium, Miami Beach 

Nautilus Hotel, Miami Beach 

Seville Hotel, Miami Beach 

5600 Collins Avenue , Miami Beach
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2025 PHOTOGRAPHS 

COLLINS AVENUE (SETAI, SHORE CLUB, NAUTILUS, SHELBORNE HOTELS 
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FRONT (WEST) ELEVATION 
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FRONT ENTRANCE 
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REAR (EAST) ELEVATION WITH NEW GLASS RAILINGS AT BALCONIES 
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LOBBY LOOKING WEST TOWARDS ENTRANCE 
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SUNKEN PORTION OF LOBBY WITH ‘STAIRS TO NOWHERE BEYOND’  



THE NAUTILUS HOTEL

26

RECEPTION DESK  & ELEVATORS 
PER PRIOR HPB APPROVALS 
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BUILDING CARD 
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Lost Miami Beach by Carolyn Klepser, 2014 

Erich Mendelsohn by Bruno Zevi, 1985 

The Making of Miami Beach 1933-1941 by Jean Francois Lejeune 
and Allan T. Shulman 

Woggles and Cheese Holes, The History of Miami Beach’s Hotels 
by Howard Kleinberg, 2005 

Miami Modern Metropolis, edited by Allan T. Shulman 

History Miami  

Please note that this is the last page of report.

NAUTILUS HOTEL MATCHBOOK COVERS 

NAUTILUS HOTEL MATCHBOOK MEMORABILIA
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