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ESTABLISHED 1939 
On historic Collins 
Avenue, a steadfast 
landmark in the 
heart of South 
Beach.  
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1939 

Opened as a four-story resort 
in typical Art Deco-style 
of the time. Named after a 
Flagler-owned hotel in Miami 
(with no affiliation) that 
burnt down 5 years prior

1942 

Miami Beach becomes 
U.S. Army training 
center to 500,000 
troops during WWII

1950-1960s 

Miami Beach’s hey day. 
Glitz and glamour

1979 

Led by Barbara Capitman, 
Miami Beach Architectural 
District is listed on National 
Register of Historic places

1996 

Roy Donahue Peebles 
purchased the unrestored 
Royal Palm Hotel and 
adjacent Shorecrest property 
to develop a 3 tower 420-
room oceanfront hotel

1941
Hotel expands tower 
to seven-stories due 
to rise in demand

1945
Royal Palm reopens 
for first post-war 
vacationers

1970s
Hotels on Miami Beach 
receive a negative image 
with a reputation of 
crime and drugs

1980s
Royal Palm is one of a 
dozen hotels on South 
Beach that became 
neglected and dilapidated

TIMELINE

Royal Palm History
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2004 

Peebles sells Royal Palm and 
it changes hands a number of 
times over the next decade

2015 

Royal Palm joins Starwood 
as its first Tribute Portfolio 
hotel with the brand being 
acquired by Marriott Intl. 
one year later

2023
EoA engaged to reposition 
and redesign hotel concept

2012
Reopens as The James 
Royal Palm by KSL 
Partners. Lasts 2 years 
before being sold

2016-2022
Gradual decline of the 

Royal Palm since last 

major renovation

1998 

Original Royal Palm building 
found to be beyond repair and was 
demolished to be reconstructed 
using original plans and details

2002
Fully restored Royal Palm and 
Shorecrest hotels - led by 
Arquitectonica - reopened as 

Royal Palm Crowne Plaza, as the 
first full-service luxury hotel in 
America owned, developed, and 
operated by African-Americans

TIMELINE

Royal Palm History
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MAIN ENTRY - WATER FOUNTAIN AND ARBOR 
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MAIN ENTRY - PORTE COCHERE AND VALET 
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