NEW BUSINESS 5

MIAMIBEACH

COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM

TO: Public Safety and Neighborhood Quality of Life Committee Members
FROM:  Eric Carpenter, City Manager
DATE: September 18, 2024

TITLE: DISCUSS OPTIONS TO ADDRESS DRONES OR OTHER AIRCRAFT THAT
ENGAGE IN ILLEGAL ACTIVITY.

RECOMMENDATION

The Administration recommends continuing to research legislation related to Small Unmanned
Arial System activity adopted by governing bodies in similar and surrounding jurisdictions and
exploring additional measures legally allowed under the direction of the City Commission.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

Atthe July 24, 2024 City Commission Meeting, at the request of Commissioner Laura Dominguez,
the Mayor and City Commission approved a referral (C4 O) to the Public Safety and Neighborhood
Quality of Life Committee (“PSNQLC”) to discuss options to address drones or other aircraft that
engage in illegal activity.

ANALYSIS

The prevalence of sUAS (Small Unmanned Arial System) — aka Drones — has become
increasingly concerning over the past several years. The technology is used primarily in two
fashions: first, by hobbyists in both the photography and videography space, and secondly, for
commercial purposes leveraging the various capabilities of drones. Other uses based on the
systems' capabilities include life safety, search and rescue, and law enforcement. The Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) regulates the National Airspace and has federal rulemaking
authority for the use of SUAS. Commercial uses are regulated under 14 CFR Part 107.

Over the three-day Memorial Day Weekend Air and Sea show, the Police Department partnered
with the FAA and a technology provider that monitors and tracks sUAS activity over a defined
geographic area. More than 160 sUAS were observed flying within the area designated with a
Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR), which was designated from Government Cut to 41st Street.
Several sUAS operator ground control stations were contacted, and the FAA initiated
administrative investigations into those individuals.

The Miami Beach Police Department’s ability to take enforcement action on a sUAS operator is
limited to the Florida State Statute 860.13 “Operation of aircraft while intoxicated or in a careless
or reckless manner.” This is subject to the ability of responding or investigating officers having
the ability to physically locate the operator with the ground control station of the sUAS in
question. This may be more easily achieved by having a technology solution in place that
monitors and collects information related to sUAS activity within the jurisdiction.

The Administration is conducting research with the assistance of the FAA regarding what, if any,
actions have been taken by other governing bodies within their legislative authority to mitigate
illegal sUAS activity within their jurisdictions.



FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Financial impact is unknown and dependent on the direction provided by this committee and the
full City Commission.

CONCLUSION

The Administration is prepared to explore additional measures pursuant to guidance from the
Public Safety and Neighborhood Quality of Life Committee and the full City Commission.
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